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Hawk Families, 
In previous newsletters I have shared our school’s 
mission statement: To empower all students to 
achieve their goals in high school and beyond. In 
future newsletters I am going to include what we 
are doing specifically for ALL students, THEIR goals 
and BEYOND high school. 
 
ALL - Over the next few months our staff is going to 
be working with a consultant who specializes in 
working with students who have experienced 
trauma.  She has spent a few days in the building 
to target our work with kids.  We found our students 
mostly have the skills to mask their struggles. 
However, student surveys show our students are 
still struggling with stress, anxiety, and general 
mental health.  Our goal for working with the 
consultant is to develop some strategies to support 
all students while still keeping high academic 
standards. 
 
THEIR - Part of our work with the consultant was 
doing a student survey examining all aspects of our 
culture.  The data they provided will greatly help us 
target our work with teachers to ensure we are 
building positive connections with all students. 
 
BEYOND - We are co-hosting an Industry Fair with 
Battle Ground Schools.  Please see the flyer 
towards the end of this newsletter. I strongly 
encourage students to attend and look at some 
options post high school.  
 
Andy Schoonover 
Principal 

Back Gate 
The back gate onto Parkinen will be closed during 
schools hours for safety and security reasons.  
Please plan accordingly. 
 

Yearbook 
February is the last month to order 2020 
Yearbooks. Don't miss out! Order a yearbook today 
in the Activities Office if you haven't already. 
Quantities are limited.  
 

Theater 
HHS Senior Tackles Directing a Play 
 
The HHS Theatre Company is hard at work on their 
first Spring play of the year.  Senior Musse Barclay 
approached HHS Theatre Advisor Greg Saum with 
the prospect of directing The Laramie Project, a 
play based on the real-life events surrounding the 
1998 murder of Matthew Shepard, a 21 year old 
college student who was targeted because he was 
gay. The play is unique in that it is written in the 
style of verbatim theatre: characters are people 
who knew Shepard or were witness to the fallout of 
his murder.  The words spoken by the characters in 
the play are the actual words spoken in news 
interviews, in the trials, journals, or interviews 
conducted by the Tectonic Theatre Project, the 
association responsible for the writing of the 
play.  It is living history.  
 
Unlike most productions at HHS, this production is 
not tied in with the theatre classes or curriculum: 
all rehearsals and technical work is completed on 
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students' own time outside of class, and student 
participants had to have parent permission to 
audition. 
 
The material is certainly the most serious that has 
been tackled by HHS theatre students, and Barclay 
recognizes this.  "Over my 4 years of theater, I have 
come to learn that theater is not just a place to 
escape this world for 2 and a half hours, but a 
place to provoke the human mind and tell the 
human experience of all, regardless of gender, 
race, religion, or sexual orientation.  As actors, we 
have the privilege to tell this story." 
 
The actors also recognize the seriousness of their 
work.  Junior James Kruse said that Addams Family 
was a fun show to be a part of but Laramie Project 
"deals with real life issues and could really have an 
impact on the community."  He added, "I think it's 
something this community needs."  Freshman 
Olivia Henwood, who has been involved in 
numerous HHS musicals, said that this experience 
is also very different for her.  "It's a very mature and 
human show. I feel like I'm acting out a person 
instead of a character.  It's different because it hits 
close to home and it's more personal."   
 
HHS Theatre Advisor Mr. Saum says that the 
greatest challenge is doing the material 
justice.  "Laramie Project is a well-respected play 
about a harrowing event in recent American 
history.  I very clearly remember when the murder 
happened, and early on I, the administrators and 
the students agreed: the only way we'd do this play 
is if we can do it right and bring the level of 
professionalism this play needs."  He went on to 
say, "it's a learning opportunity for us all.  It is so 
easy for us to sit back and judge all of these 
characters, but I feel this play forces us to try to 
understand who these people were and, maybe, 
help us learn about who we are." 
 
There will be 3 performances of Laramie Project, 
March 5-7 at 7:00pm.  Tickets are $7 for general 
admission, $5 for students with ASB, senior 
citizens and kids under 11.  The play covers 
serious subject matter and does contain some use 

of mature language, and parental discretion is 
advised.   
 

Band 
Clark College Jazz Festival 

 
Congratulations to Mr. McEnry and the HHS Jazz 
Band for their 1st Place finish in the AA Division at 
the Clark College Jazz Festival. This is an 
outstanding record for our Jazz Band who have 
now received 1st Place an amazing 10 times in the 
last 12 years! 
 
The 58th Annual Jazz Festival was held on January 
23-25 at Gaiser Hall with our HHS Jazz Band 
performing on the 24th.  As rich as the heritage of 
Clark College itself, the Clark College Jazz Festival 
has been host to one of the largest jazz festivals in 
Southwest Washington for over 50 years! The 
festival attracts over 60 middle and high school 
instrumental jazz ensembles for the three-day 
competitive festival. During the day, groups 
perform to an esteemed panel of adjudicators 
made up of renowned jazz educators and 
performers for the privilege of returning to perform 
in the evening finals competition. One band from 
the entire festival is selected to receive the coveted 
Sweepstakes Trophy, a tradition which has been 
passed down since 1963. 
 
HHS are also honored to have 4 students who 
received an “Outstanding Soloist Award”. 
Congratulations to these award winners: 
 
Kellan Brinkman – Trombone 
Parker Bruning – Tenor Sax 
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Sydney Henwood – Alto Sax 
Tanner Linton – Tenor Sax 
Honor Bands 
 
PLU (Pacific Lutheran University) Northwest High 
School 

 
Congratulations to the six senior band members 
who were selected to participate in the 2020 
Pacific Lutheran University Northwest High School 
Honor Band. The honor band is composed of over 
250 high school students from Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho. Our students travelled to PLU 
on January 9th and rehearsed with two world-
renowned guest conductors in preparation for the 
gala concert on Saturday. Congratulations to: 
 
Davis Baker – Trumpet 
Halley Care – Percussion 
Mitchell Georgioff – Euphonium 
Sydney Henwood – Clarinet 
Caden McNair – Trombone 
Kylie Veteran – Clarinet 
 
North County Honor Band 

 

HHS band director Corey McEnry and HMS band 
director Jennifer Ritenburgh will host the 7th annual 
North County Honor Bands on Friday January 31st 
and Saturday February 2nd at Hockinson High 
School. Approximately 130 student musicians will 
participate in the honor bands, representing eight 
high schools and fifteen middle schools from the 
Battle Ground, Camas, Hockinson, La Center, 
Ridgefield, Washougal, and Woodland school 
districts.  They were recommended by their band 
director and selected based on their ability and 
accomplishments.  
 
The students will rehearse Friday evening and 
Saturday afternoon before presenting the annual 
North County Honor Band Concert on Saturday at 
6 p.m. in the HHS Auditorium. This concert is free 
and open to the public. 
 
The middle school honor band will be directed by 
Mark Lane, professor emeritus at Central 
Washington University.  The high school honor 
band will be directed by Dr. Patrick Murphy, 
director of bands at the University of Portland. HHS 
has 21 students selected to participate this year. 
Congratulations to: 

Davis Baker – Trumpet 
Kaisho Barnhill – Percussion 
Kellan Brinkman – Trombone 
Parker Bruning – Alto Sax 
Halley Care – Percussion 
Katherine Dawson – Oboe 
Max Dorotik – Trumpet 
Paige Frings – French Horn 
Mitchell Georgioff – Euphonium 
Sydney Henwood – Clarinet 
Gavin Hubler – Trumpet 
Christian Lee – Bass Clarinet 
Ella Meier – Percussion 
Marquis Miller – Clarinet 
Jadon Montgomery – Clarinet 
Naomi Neve – Percussion 
Jackson Rhoads-Cauble – Euphonium 
Josh Saeman – Trumpet 
Sawyer Smith – Percussion 
Kylie Veteran – Clarinet 
Jackson Wolfe – French Horn 
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WMEA All-State Honor Band 
The National Association for 
Music Education (NAfME) 47th 
Northwest Division Conference 
(WMEA - Washington Music 
Educators Association) will be 
held on February 14th to 16th in 
Yakima. This brings together 
the finest musicians in 

Washington State to participate in this 3 -day event 
and perform concerts on the Sunday. Students are 
expected to arrive to the first rehearsal having 
learned the music as the directors will be focusing 
on the musical aspects of the performance pieces. 
 
HHS is honored to have a student accepted into 
the WMEA All-State Wind Symphony. The Wind 
Symphony will be directed by Ricky H. Budua, the 
Director of Bands and Instrumental Music at 
California State Polytechnic University, and 
overseas all aspects of the instrumental music 
program.  Congratulations to: 
 
Sydney Henwood - Clarinet 
 
Benefit Dinner and Auction 
April 25th, 2020. It’s time to get out our calendars/ 
apps and reserve this date for our biggest 
fundraiser of the year. The 12th annual Benefit 
Dinner & Silent Auction. We have started the 
process of securing donations to be auctioned at 
the event and we need your help!  If you have any 
items that you are willing to donate or know of any 
businesses that are willing to participate, please 
contact Ambra Peters at (503) 504-1983 or email 
us at hockinsonmusicboosters@gmail.com. 
 
Band Events This Month 
North County Honor Band – Jan. 31st – Feb 1st  
Music Boosters Meeting – Feb. 4th  
WMEA All-State Honor Band (Yakima) Feb. 14th – 
16th  
LCRMEA Percussion Ensemble Festival (Union HS) 
Feb. 28th  
LCRMEA Solo Ensemble Festival (Union HS) Feb. 
29th  
 

 
 

College and Career Center 
The College and Career Center is here for 
everyone!  Students of all grades and career paths 
can set up a meeting with Ms. Miller to talk about 
current and future plans.  Please also join the 
College and Career Center group on Schoology to 
stay up to date on events and news. 
 
Cascadia Technical Academy 

 
 
Are you a sophomore or junior interested in 
attending Cascadia Technical Academy (CTA)?  CTA 
tours will be on February 13th – sign-up with Ms. 
Miller in the Career Center. 
 
Cascadia Tech Academy is a cooperative career 
and technical learning experience with other SW 
WA school districts.  Students attend for a three-
hour block of time during the school day.  Students 
return to Hockinson afterwards, completing the 
rest of their school day and classes.  Students can 
continue to be in clubs, sports, and Running Start, 
just like the rest of our students. 
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Running Start  
Clark College will host 
Running Start Info Nights 
for students and families.  
The meetings are from 7-8 
p.m. in the Clark College Gym.  Attend one of the 
four nights:  February 5, February 24, March 9 or 
March 24.  Each meeting is identical.  This is an 
optional meeting to learn about eligibility, pros and 
cons, deadlines, and requirements for fall 2020.   
  
Running Start provides academically motivated 
juniors and seniors an opportunity to take college 
courses as part of their high school education. 
 

 
 
Industry Fair 
Hockinson and Battle Ground School Districts have 
partnered to offer an Industry Fair on February 20.  
Please join us at Battle Ground HS from 5-7.  This 

event is open to the public and both adult and 
student job-seekers are encouraged to arrive with 
resumes in hand. 
 
Upcoming Career Pathway Events: 
2/05:  Running Start Mtg. for sophomores 
2/13:  CTA Tour 
2/20:  Industry Fair w/ BGSD 
2/27:   Pro Tech Day @ Clark College 
3/6-10: Forecasting for 9th-11th 
 

Boosters 
Fun Days: May 29-30 
 
It’s that time of year and the Boosters are gearing 
up for the annual Hockinson Fun Days.  

The fun begins on Friday, May 29th with “Family 
Bingo Night,” followed by the amazing “Hockison 
Night Live Skits.”  Then a full day of fun begins 
Saturday, May 30th with a breakfast of pancakes 
served at the station and the annual 5k Fun Run.  
Then it’s time for the carnival to begin.  Come play 
games, check out the vendors and enjoy the 
different food vendors available. Take a break mid 
day and enjoy the parade.  Enjoy the floats, listen 
to the bands, watch the horses and so much more. 

As always we welcome all help, no matter how 
small of a commitment you feel you can give. Our 
upcoming planning dates are Feb 19th, March 
18th, April 15th, May 20th.  Our regular booster 
meeting runs from 6:30-7:30, followed by the Fun 
Days’ planning meeting at 7:30. 

Rugby 
Great to see such an excellent turnout of 
Hockinson athletes at the first practice. Practices 
are underway so come on out and give Rugby a try. 
Coaches make allowances for those finishing off 
winter sports. To contact the Coach: 
coach@chinookrugby.com  
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Just turn up and we are attending practices with 
these teams: “Junior Varsity Boys – Chinook Rugby 
JV” and “High School Varsity Boys – Prairie Wolf-
Pack”. 
 
Practice schedules with location, dates and times 
are all here: www.chinookrugby.com/schedule-by-
team 
 
For more information about HHSRC (Hockinson 
High School Rugby Club) contact Mr. Coffing. 
 

Hockinson High School Faculty  
To contact any staff member by e-mail use the 
following address scheme:  
firstname.lastname@hocksd.org 
 
For example, to contact Principal Andrew 
Schoonover: andrew.schoonover@hocksd.org 

Andrew Schoonover Principal 

Josh Johnson Asst. Principal/Athletic 
Director 

Teachers: 

  

Toni Allyn Language Arts 

Kamarla Barkee CTE Business, Work-
Based Learning 

Christy Bisconer Speech/Language 
Pathologist 

David Coffing Social Studies 

Curtis Collingwood Spanish 

Stephen Cookson French 

Andrew Davis Science 

Kari DeBower Math/Computer Science 

Dennis DeWitt Science 

Sally Drendel Language Arts/Yrbk 

Elizabeth Fortier Language Arts 

Joey Harteloo Language Arts 

Nicole Hartley Math 

Tanya Hochhalter Visual Arts 

Eirik Huset CTE-Woods 

Berit Kretz Math 

BeLynda Lee-Jensen Science 

Shannon McCombs Instructional Coach/ 
Credit Recovery/ 
Language Arts 

Corey McEnry Performing Arts - Music 

Jennifer Miller College/Career 
Counselor 

Heidi Morris Social Studies 

Heber Nelski Math 

Sean O’Neal Social Studies/ 
Math/Pysch 

Patty Ortega Special Education 

Randy Pearrow PE 

Anna Penttila Math 

Leslie Pershall Health 

Janet Prentice Special Education 
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Angela Redinger Social Studies 

Thomas Royce Science 

Leslie Ruby Developmental Resource 

Greg Saum Language Arts/Theatre 

Jade Scott Language Arts 

Becky Smarr Preschool/18-21 

Sebastian Strickler Spanish 

Beth Tugaw ASB/PE/Athletics 

Shairn Villa Psychologist 

Justine Warunek-Lane ELL 

Counselors: 

Brian Kimber Counselor, 
Last Names A - K 

Myke Pace Counselor, 
Last Names L - Z 

Support Staff: 

Maria Anaya Para-educator 

Joshua Brown-Silva Nutrition Director with 
Chartwells 

Shawn Cass Nurse 

Joanne Graham Registrar 

Becky Hawkins Principal’s Secretary 

Karrie Higley Custodian 

Kade Hoots Lead Custodian 

Mary Hylton Security 

Weston Komathy Custodian 

Lisa Krussow Media Tech 

Carolee McAfee Athletic Secretary 

Rose Patten Sped Para-educator 

Alizz Quarles Prevention/ 
Intervention Specialist 

Shaun Robertson School Resource 
Officer 

Kristi Rogers Office Staff 

Gelaine Scroggie Custodian 

Tamariea Siebert  Para-educator 

Angela Stanek Para-educator 

Shelley Tochtrop Para-educator 

Tracy Turner ASB Bookkeeper 

 
Coming Up 

Wed 2/5 
Running Start Student Info 
Meeting 

Focus 

Thur 2/13 
Cascadia Tech Tour (students 
must sign up in advance) 

noon 

Thur-
Mon 

2/14-
2/17 

President’s Day Break – No School  

Tue 2/18 8th Grade Parent Night 6-8 

Thur 2/20 
Industry Fair for Hockinson and 
Battle Ground School Districts 

5-7 

Fri 2/28 Last day to purchase a yearbook  

Thur-
Sat 

3/5-7 HHS Play - Laramie Project 7 PM 

Fri-
Tue 

3/6, 
10, 12 

Forecasting for 9th – 11th   

Tue 3/17 Spring Concert 
7:30 
PM 
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HHS Vision: to create an environment that is 
engaging and supportive, where students are 
challenged academically, intellectually, and 
personally to think critically, creatively and with 
flexibility. 
 
Hockinson High School  
16819 NE 159th St. 
Brush Prairie, WA  98606 
 

 360-448-6450   
 360-448-6459 

 https://hhs.hocksd.org/ 
 
Cascade Transportation: 360-687-7137
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